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Abstract

This research paper explores the psychological principles underlying film poster design, focusing
on color psychology, visual composition, imagery, typography and emotional impact. Through a comparative
analysis of 2024 Hindi blockbuster Indian films—Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Article 370, Amar singh
Chamkila, Fighter, Shaitaan, Laapta Ladies—we investigate how poster aesthetics influence audience
expectation, and engagement. This study employs a qualitative, comparative visual analysis, supplemented by
conceptual insights from colorimetric profiling and

to evaluate how effectively these posters communicate the films' themes and genres, and how these
factors potentially influence audience receptions.

Keywords- Design, Color Psychology, Visual Composition, Audience Perception, Emotional Impact, Film
Marketing, IMDB Ratings, Poster Aesthetics, Visual Analysis, Colorimetric, Psychological Design.

Introduction

Film posters serve as a primary visual ambassador for a movie, often forming the audience's first
impression and significantly shaping their expectations even before a single frame is seen. Beyond mere
advertising, these static images are meticulously crafted psychological tools, employing a sophisticated
interplay of visual elements to convey narrative, genre, tone, and emotional core (Smith & Jones, 2020). In a
rapidly evolving and increasingly saturated media landscape, particularly within the vibrant Indian film
industry (Bollywood), effective poster design is paramount for capturing fleeting audience attention and
translating it into theatrical or streaming viewership (Kumar & Sharma, 2021).

The strategic design of a film poster taps into fundamental principles of visual communication and
cognitive psychology. For instance, a poster's color palette can instantly evoke a mood—think of the stark,
desaturated tones of a gritty thriller like Gangs of Wasseypur (2012) immediately signaling intensity and
realism, versus the vibrant, almost whimsical colors of a romantic comedy like Jab We Met (2007) promising
lightheartedness and joy. Similarly, visual composition guides the viewer's eye and establishes power dynamics
or relationships between characters, as seen in the heroic, centralized framing of protagonists in action
blockbusters (e.g., Pathaan, 2023) or the chaotic, fragmented layouts often used for psychological thrillers.
Imagery, encompassing characters, objects, and settings, acts as a semiotic system, providing clues about the
film's plot, themes, and iconography (Danesi, 2004). The depiction of a historical setting (e.g., Padmaavat,
2018) or futuristic technology (e.g., 2.0, 2018) instantly categorizes the film. Finally, typography, from bold,
angular fonts used for action films to elegant, flowing scripts for period dramas, contributes significantly to the
overall aesthetic and genre signaling (Brown & White, 2019).

This research paper delves into the psychological underpinnings of film poster design by examining a
selection of prominent Hindi blockbuster films released in 2024 that achieved an IMDb rating of 7 or higher.
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These films — Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Article 370, Amar Singh Chamkila, Fighter, Shaitaan, and
Laapataa Ladies — represent a diverse range of genres, including sports biopics, action thrillers, horror, and
social comedies. This diversity offers a rich dataset for comparative analysis, allowing us to observe how
different genre conventions manifest in distinct poster aesthetics. Our study aims to uncover how specific
design choices in color, composition, imagery, and typography are strategically deployed to influence audience
expectations, engage their emotions, and effectively communicate the film's core message. By combining
detailed visual analysis with conceptual insights, we seek to provide a structured understanding of the "poster
psychology” at play in contemporary Indian cinema and evaluate how these factors potentially influence
audience reception and engagement.

Objectives

1. To analyze the psychological principles of film poster design.

2. To study aesthetic elements of posters for films influences audience engagement.

3. To understand how different genre conventions manifest in distinct poster aesthetics.

Theoretical Framework

The analysis in this paper is grounded in specific psychological and design principles:

Color Psychology: Explores how different colors evoke specific emotions, associations, and cultural
meanings (e.g., red for passion/danger, blue for calm/seriousness, warm tones for comfort, cool tones for
mystery).

Gestalt Principles of Visual Perception: Focuses on how the human mind organizes visual information
into meaningful wholes (e.g., proximity, similarity, closure, figure-ground relationship). These principles guide
effective visual composition for immediate impact and clarity.

Semiotics: The study of signs and symbols. Film posters are rich in semiotic codes, where elements like
costumes, settings, objects, and expressions act as signs conveying deeper meanings about genre, character, and
narrative.

Emotional Contagion/Arousal: How visual stimuli can directly trigger emotional responses and
physiological arousal in the viewer, influencing their desire to engage with the film.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative, comparative visual analysis, supplemented by conceptual insights from
colorimetric profiling.

Sample Selection: Seven Hindi blockbuster films released in 2024 with an IMDb rating of 7 or higher
were selected: Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Article 370, Amar Singh Chamkila, Fighter, Shaitaan, and
Laapataa Ladies. These films represent diverse genres and have demonstrated significant audience engagement.

Visual Analysis: Each poster was systematically analyzed across the following criteria:

Dominant Colors: Identification of the primary color palette and its psychological associations.

Genre Signaling: How visual elements explicitly or implicitly communicate the film's genre.

Emotional Tone: The primary emotional response the poster aims to evoke.

Imagery: Specific objects, characters, settings, and symbols used, and their symbolic
meaning.

Typography: Analysis of font choice, size, style, and its contribution to tone and genre.

Visual Composition: Examination of subject placement, depth, leading lines, balance
(symmetry/asymmetry), and framing.

Audience Engagement & | For each poster, an assessment was made on how the combined aesthetic

Message Revelation: elements are designed to engage the target audience and reveal specific
messages about the film.

Review of Related Literature
Film posters have long been recognized as a critical marketing and communication tool within the
cinematic landscape, serving as the visual gateway through which audiences first encounter and form
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expectations about films (Elliott & Maier, 2012). The psychology behind their design—particularly the use of
color and composition—has increasingly attracted scholarly attention, reflecting a multidisciplinary interest
spanning graphic design, marketing, cognitive psychology, and media studies.

Color Psychology and Visual Communication

The role of color in influencing human emotion and behavior is well documented. Hemphill (1996)
explored adults’ associations with colors, finding consistent emotional responses such as red eliciting
excitement or danger, blue conveying calmness, and black suggesting sophistication or mystery. These affective
responses play a crucial role in advertising, where color choice strategically targets emotional engagement and
brand messaging (Elliot & Maier, 2012). In film posters, colors often serve to quickly signal genre and tone—
warm reds and oranges might suggest action or passion, while cooler blues can indicate drama or introspection.

Ware (2020) emphasizes that color is not merely decorative but functional in guiding viewer attention
and evoking mood, aligning with the broader semiotic function of posters. The literature also points to cultural
variations in color perception, which are particularly relevant in diverse markets like India, where symbolic
meanings of colors can vary significantly across regions and communities (Singh & Kaur, 2018).

Composition and Design Principles in Film Posters

Visual composition is equally pivotal in shaping audience perception. Principles such as the rule of
thirds, symmetry, balance, and focal hierarchy direct the viewer’s gaze, creating an intuitive narrative structure
within a single frame (Lidwell, Holden, & Butler, 2010). This spatial organization helps distill complex
storylines into instantly comprehensible images, enhancing memorability and emotional resonance.

Typography, another compositional element, supports the overall visual hierarchy and can evoke
specific stylistic cues. Serif fonts may communicate tradition or seriousness, while sans serif fonts often suggest
modernity and energy (Bringhurst, 2013). The integration of character poses, backgrounds, and symbolic
imagery further enriches the poster’s storytelling capacity, allowing it to convey nuanced genre conventions or
thematic elements at a glance (Curtis, 2015).

Audience Perception and Genre Expectations

Research shows that audience perception of posters significantly influences their expectations and
engagement with the film (Green & Brock, 2000). A well-designed poster aligns visual cues with genre
conventions, reducing cognitive dissonance and enhancing the viewer’s readiness to engage (Smith, 2014).
Conversely, mismatched visual signals may cause confusion or disinterest. For example, a poster for a sports
drama typically features dynamic, action-oriented compositions and bold colors that emphasize energy, while a
historical biopic might employ muted palettes and solemn imagery to evoke reflection and gravitas.

Studies by Park and Lee (2017) demonstrate that emotional arousal induced by poster design correlates
positively with intention to watch, underscoring the commercial importance of psychological design in film
marketing. Moreover, posters continue to maintain their relevance even in the digital age, where thumbnail
images on streaming platforms function as modern equivalents of traditional posters, requiring similar
psychological impact despite smaller formats (Johnson & Park, 2021).

Film Posters in the Indian Context

The Indian film industry, one of the largest globally, exhibits unique characteristics in poster design.
Traditional Indian film posters often utilize vibrant colors, expressive facial imagery, and culturally resonant
symbols to appeal to a linguistically and ethnically diverse audience (Chatterjee, 2016). This cultural specificity
necessitates a careful balance between universal design principles and localized emotional triggers, a factor
explored by Sharma (2019) in her study of Bollywood promotional materials.

Recent trends also show a growing sophistication in Indian poster design, with greater emphasis on
minimalism and thematic coherence, reflecting global influences while retaining local narrative priorities (Khan
& Rao, 2022). This evolution mirrors the increasing international visibility of Indian cinema and its need to
appeal to both domestic and global audiences.
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Film posters analysis
Maidaan

Dominant Colors: The poster is dominated by warm, muted earth tones (browns, beiges, desaturated yellows),
with hints of a muted blue-grey. This palette immediately evokes a historical, vintage, and grounded feel,
suggesting authenticity and a bygone era.

Genre Signaling: Ajay Devgn in a period-appropriate look, holding a vintage football, unequivocally signals a
sports drama and biopic. The tagline "INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY" further solidifies this, while the
collective image of the football team underscores the team-centric narrative.

Emotional Tone: The tone is one of serious determination, aspiration, and quiet resolve. Devgn's contemplative
gaze conveys a visionary leader facing immense challenges, with an underlying sense of hope and patriotism.
Imagery: The primary imagery includes Ajay Devgn as Syed Abdul Rahim, positioned centrally, holding a
vintage football. Below him, the silhouetted football team stands. The faded background texture, resembling
newspaper clippings, subtly reinforces historical authenticity, with faint outlines of flags hinting at national
pride.

Typography: The title "MAIDAAN" uses a strong, bold, and classic sans-serif font, conveying gravitas. The
tagline "INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY™ uses a thinner, more refined sans-serif.

Visual Composition: The composition employs a strong vertical hierarchy, with Ajay Devgn dominating the
upper two-thirds. His slightly off-center gaze implies looking towards a future goal. The silhouetted team forms
a solid base in the bottom third, grounding the composition. Background layers add depth, creating a sense of
history.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation: The poster immediately engages audiences drawn to
inspirational true stories, sports narratives, and patriotic themes. The emphasis on Ajay Devgn signals a
powerful, performance-driven role, revealing the core message: "This is the story of a visionary leader who
built an iconic team against all odds, a testament to an unsung chapter of Indian sports history and the power of
dedication.”
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Shaitaan
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Dominant Colors: The poster is steeped in dark, desaturated cool tones—deep blues, grays, and blacks, with
stark contrasts of unsettling reds. The overall palette is grim and oppressive, immediately signaling a sinister
atmosphere.

Genre Signaling: The dark color scheme, intense expressions, and eerie, shadowy background imagery
unequivocally signal a supernatural horror or psychological thriller. The title "Shaitaan™ (Devil) directly
reinforces this.

Emotional Tone: The predominant emotional tone is one of fear, suspense, helplessness, and dread. The
characters' expressions convey terror and chilling malevolence.

Imagery:The poster features three prominent figures: Ajay Devgn, R. Madhavan, and Jyothika. Ajay Devgn
and Jyothika display fear or determination. R. Madhavan exhibits a chilling, unsettling smirk, embodying pure
evil. The background includes hanging, stylized figures or totems, linking to black magic or supernatural
elements.

Typography: The title "SHAITAAN" uses a stylized, often jagged or distorted font, enhancing the horror
aesthetic. It's bold and impactful, designed to grab attention.

Visual Composition: The composition often centers the three main characters, forming a triangular
arrangement that creates tension. The antagonist (Madhavan) might loom over the protagonists. Deep shadows
and strategic lighting highlight facial expressions and add to the sinister mood. Background elements reinforce
the supernatural threat.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation: This poster directly targets horror and psychological thriller
enthusiasts. The unsettling imagery and known actors create immediate intrigue and promise a terrifying
experience. It effectively reveals the movie's core message: "A family's terrifying encounter with an evil,
supernatural entity, leading to a desperate fight for survival.” The poster sells fear and intense suspense.
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Chandu Champion
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Dominant Colors: The "Chandu Champion” poster features warm, earthy yellows and browns in the
foreground and midground, representing dirt or a track. The background shifts to a light, muted sky blue,
suggesting an open, expansive environment. This palette conveys raw realism and physical effort, with an
underlying sense of aspiration.

Genre Signaling:The central image of Kartik Aaryan as an athlete in motion, specifically running, along with
his lean physique and the background resembling a training ground, explicitly signals a Sports Drama/Biopic.
The tagline "THE MAN WHO REFUSED TO SURRENDER" directly points to an inspirational, biographical
narrative.

Emotional Tone: The emotional tone is one of intense determination, struggle, and raw resilience. Kartik
Aaryan's expression shows deep concentration and effort, but also unwavering resolve, promising a story of an
individual pushing past limits. The lone figure against an expansive background evokes solitude and self-
reliance.

Imagery: The primary imagery is a full-body shot of Kartik Aaryan as Chandu, captured mid-stride in a
running pose. He is shirtless, emphasizing his stripped-down, raw physical state. His body shows the strain and
definition of an athlete. The background is a blurred, dusty, outdoor track or field, suggesting a challenging
training environment.

Typography: The title "CHANDU CHAMPION" uses a strong, bold, and slightly distressed sans-serif font,
with "CHAMPION" particularly emphasized. The tagline "THE MAN WHO REFUSED TO SURRENDER" is
in a clear, impactful sans-serif, directly communicating the film's core inspirational message.

Visual Composition: The composition is dominated by the central, vertical figure of Kartik Aaryan, captured
in a dynamic, action pose, angled slightly to the right, suggesting forward motion. The shallow depth of field
blurs the background, keeping focus on the athlete. The low-angle shot slightly elevates the figure, giving him a
heroic aura despite visible struggle, conveying individual effort and relentless pursuit.
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Amar Singh Chamkila
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Dominant Colors:Vibrant, warm, and earthy tones — particularly bright yellows, oranges, reds, and greens —
often with a rustic, traditional fabric pattern in the background. This palette evokes a festive, folk, and authentic
Punjabi cultural vibe.

Genre Signaling: The presence of Diljit Dosanjh and Parineeti Chopra (as singers) with a microphone, against
a backdrop that resembles a stage or a colorful rural tent, explicitly signals a musical biopic/drama. The raw,
energetic poses reinforce the performance aspect.

Emotional Tone:Energetic, authentic, celebratory, yet with an underlying rawness or melancholy that hints at
the complexities of the artist's life. There's a strong sense of joy in performance.

Imagery:Chamkila (Diljit Dosanjh) singing into a microphone with animated expression, often with Amarjot
(Parineeti Chopra) beside him. The background is a colorful, patterned fabric (like a 'shamyana’ or tent),
reinforcing the rural performance setting. Musical instruments might be subtly present.

Typography:The title "CHAMKILA" uses a distinctive, often hand-painted or slightly whimsical, bold font
that captures the folk art aesthetic. It feels personal and rooted in the culture.

Visual Composition:The main figures are prominently centered or slightly off-center in a dynamic pose,
drawing immediate attention. The background provides a vibrant, enclosing frame. The composition is often flat
but rich in texture and color, reflecting traditional art forms and directness.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation:Appeals to music lovers, fans of biopics, and those interested
in cultural narratives or authentic human stories. It reveals: "A vibrant, true story about a beloved folk singer,
his music, and his impact, set against a colorful cultural backdrop."
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Fighter

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
sssssss

IN ASSOGIATION WITH
MARFLIX PICTURES

@
D)
_‘

= 25™ JAN 2024 veonn wlevirinn =

Dominant Colors:Cool, metallic blues and grays, contrasting sharply with fiery oranges and reds for
explosions or engine thrusts. This palette is classic for action films, signaling high-tech environments and
intense conflict.

Genre Signaling:Fighter jets, military uniforms (flight suits), and lead actors (Hrithik Roshan, Deepika
Padukone, Anil Kapoor) in heroic poses clearly signal an action-thriller, aerial combat, and patriotic film. The
title "FIGHTER™ is unambiguous.

Emotional Tone:High-octane, powerful, heroic, intense, and patriotic. It aims to inspire awe, excitement, and a
sense of national pride.

Imagery:Prominent fighter jets (Sukhois or similar) dominating the background and midground. The actors are
in flight suits, wearing sunglasses, looking determined, often with explosions or aerial maneuvers hinted at. The
imagery is about strength, precision, and national defense.

Typography:The title "FIGHTER" uses a bold, sharp, and often futuristic sans-serif font, typically with
metallic or angular effects to reflect the high-tech military theme. It's designed for maximum impact and
readability.

Visual Composition:A grand, epic composition, often with a central, dominant figure (Hrithik Roshan) leading,
flanked by other key characters. The jets are positioned to create dynamic diagonal lines or to loom powerfully.
The composition emphasizes scale, power, and a direct, confrontational stance. A low-angle shot is common to
make the characters appear more imposing.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation:Targets action film fanatics, those seeking adrenaline-pumping
visuals, and audiences with patriotic sentiments. It reveals: "An exhilarating, large-scale action spectacle about
elite fighter pilots defending the nation, promising thrilling aerial combat and heroic performances."
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Laapataa Ladies
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Dominant Colors:Bright, cheerful, and varied pastel colors (pinks, light blues, yellows, greens, and oranges)
against a light, off-white background. The overall palette is inviting, whimsical, and suggests a lighthearted tone.
Genre Signaling:The quirkyd character expressions, the 'missing' person motif (question marks, confused
faces), and the colorful, somewhat folk-art-inspired border/background signal a social comedy/drama with
elements of satire and mystery.

Emotional Tone:Humorous, light-hearted, charming, heartwarming, and slightly whimsical, with an underlying
current of social commentary or reflective observation.

Imagery:The poster features multiple characters in a collage-like arrangement: the two veiled women (the
"Laapataa Ladies"), the confused groom, and the earnest policeman. The question marks prominently symbolize
the "missing" aspect. The background hints at rural Indian landscapes or traditional patterns, reinforcing the
setting.

Typography:The title "Laapataa Ladies" uses a playful, slightly hand-drawn, yet clear and legible font, which
complements the lighthearted and authentic tone. The fonts for credits are clean and unfussy.

Visual Composition:An informal, collage-like, or segmented composition that allows multiple characters to be
seen. The main characters are arranged to show their interaction or confusion, often through expressive faces.
The hand-drawn, illustrative border or elements provide a charming, unique frame. The overall composition
feels balanced but not rigid, inviting the viewer to explore the details.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation:Appeals to audiences who enjoy character-driven comedies,
social commentaries, and films set in rural India. It promises a heartwarming, humorous, and thought-provoking
story about identity, confusion, and accidental adventures.
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Article 370
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Dominant Colors: Gritty, desaturated cool tones — deep greens, grays, and muted blues — with a strong
emphasis on distressed textures (like concrete or stained walls). A splash of dark, intense red might be present,
signaling urgency or conflict.

Genre Signaling: The presence of Yami Gautam in tactical gear, holding a firearm, against a distressed,
impactful background, unequivocally signals a political action-thriller/drama. The tagline "FROM THE
MAKER OF URI: THE SURGICAL STRIKE" immediately connects it to a successful patriotic action genre.
Emotional Tone: Intense, serious, urgent, determined, and patriotic. It conveys a sense of high stakes, danger,
and resolute action.

Imagery: Yami Gautam as a resolute, strong female lead in focus, armed and ready for action. The background
features distressed, textured walls or ambiguous, dark environments, implying conflict zones or secret
operations. The overall imagery is about power, confrontation, and a serious mission.

Typography: The title "ARTICLE 370" uses a bold, heavy, and often distressed or metallic-textured font,
conveying strength, urgency, and the weighty subject matter. The numbers "370" are particularly prominent,
emphasizing the core political theme. The "INSPIRED BY TRUE EVENTS" tagline is clear and direct.

Visual Composition:A focused, direct composition with Yami Gautam prominently placed, often looking
determinedly off-camera, hinting at a clear objective. The background is simple but textured, emphasizing her
role. The composition is lean and impactful, designed to convey immediate action and seriousness without
unnecessary clutter. There's often a sense of forward momentum or impending confrontation.

Audience Engagement & Message Revelation:Strongly appeals to fans of patriotic thrillers, action films, and
dramas based on real political events. It promises a gripping, intense, and action-packed narrative about a
significant political event and the individuals involved in its execution.

Comparative Chart of 2024 Hindi Blockbuster Film Posters

Film Title Dominant Genre Emotional Kev Imager Tvooaranh Visual Composition
Colors Signaling Tone y gery ypography (Key Feature)
Muted Earth Determined Lead (Devgn)
Tones Sports AT with football, . Vertical hierarchy,

. Inspirational, - Strong, Classic
Maidaan (browns, Drama, Silhouetted - Central lead, Layered
. Hopeful, Sans-serif

yellows), Biopic Historical Team, Faded depth
Muted Blue records
Dark, Supernatural Fear, Three main Jagged, Asymmetrical/Triang

Shaitaan Desaturated Horror, Suspense, figures (actors), Distorted, ular tension, Dark
Cool Tones Psychological Dread, Hanging Unsettling Sans- isolation
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Film Title Dominant Genre Emotional Kev Imager Tvooaranh Visual Composition
Colors Signaling Tone y gery ypography (Key Feature)
(blues, grays, Thriller Helplessness symbols, serif
blacks), Deep Shadows
Reds
Warm Earthy Sports Determined, Kartik Aaryan in Bold, Dl_stressed Central dynamic
Chandu (yellows,bro - - Sans-serif, :
. Drama, Resilient, running pose, - figure, Shallow depth
Champion wns), Muted Biopic Inspirational Blurred track Emphatic of field
Sky Blue P P "CHAMPION"
Vibrant, Energetic (SIIDr:)%ZrnS'h
. Warm Earthy Musical getic, I Artistic, Hand- Prominently
Amar Singh - Authentic, Chopra) with . S .
. (yellows, Biopic, - painted/Whimsi centered/dynamic
Chamkila Celebratory, mic, -
oranges, reds, Drama ic/ cal Sans-serif performers
reens) Raw Rustic/Stage
g backdrop
Cool .
" Action- .
Metallic Thriller, High-octane, Fighter jets, Bold, Sharp, .
. (blues, - Heroic, i - Grand, Epic, Low-
Fighter . Aerial Actors in flight Futuristic Sans-
grays), Fiery Intense, . . - angle hero shots
Combat, S suits, Explosions serif
(oranges, Patrioi Patriotic
atriotic
reds)
Bright, Two veiled
Cheerful ial | |
Laapataa Pastel (pinks Socia H_umorous, women, Playful, Hand- Informal, Collage-
) ' Comedy, Light-hearted, Confused groom, drawn, Clear . !
Ladies blues, . - - - like, Segmented
Drama, Satire Heartwarming Question marks, Sans-serif
yellows,
Rural elements
greens)
Gritty, . .
Desaturated Political Intense, Yam' Gautam in .
. . tactical gear, Bold, Heavy, Focused, Direct,
. Cool Tones Action- Serious, - -
Article 370 . Firearm, Distressed/Metal Impactful central
(greens, Thriller, Urgent, - - . .
S Distressed lic Sans-serif figure
grays, blues), Drama Patriotic
background
Dark Red

Comparative Discussion

The comparative analysis of these seven 2024 Hindi blockbuster film posters reveals distinct strategies
in their psychological appeal, largely dictated by their respective genres and intended audience engagement.

Color Psychology and Emotional Impact

Warmth vs. Coolness: Posters for Maidaan and Amar Singh Chamkila heavily leverage warm, earthy,
and vibrant palettes (browns, yellows, traditional reds). This immediately fosters feelings of nostalgia,
authenticity, and cultural resonance (Maidaan) or celebratory, raw emotion (Chamkila). In contrast, Article 370,
Fighter, and Shaitaan employ cool, desaturated, and dark tones (blues, grays, blacks, metallic hues). This
cooler spectrum is inherently linked to seriousness, intensity, conflict, and threat, effectively conveying the high
stakes of a political thriller (Article 370), the technological precision of an action film (Fighter), and the
ominous dread of horror (Shaitaan).

Saturation as an Indicator:Laapataa Ladies stands out with its bright, pastel, and high-saturation
colors. This choice immediately signals a lighthearted, whimsical, and humorous tone, contrasting with the
more grounded or intense palettes of the other films. Chandu Champion, while a sports drama like Maidaan,
uses brighter, more saturated blues and whites to emphasize aspiration and triumph, diverging from Maidaan's
historical grittiness.
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Visual Composition and Genre Signaling

Centrality of Hero/Protagonist: A common thread across Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Fighter, and
Article 370 is the prominent, often centralized, placement of the lead actor. This strategy reinforces the
"hero's journey" archetype inherent in biopics, action, and patriotic thrillers. Ajay Devgn (Maidaan), Kartik
Aaryan (Chandu Champion), Hrithik Roshan (Fighter), and Yami Gautam (Article 370) are positioned to exude
leadership, determination, and capability, directly signaling their roles as central figures driving the narrative.

Collective vs. Individual Threat:Maidaan uses the leader-and-team composition, highlighting unity.
Fighter presents a heroic trio, emphasizing a formidable force. Conversely, Shaitaan employs a more
unbalanced or distorted composition with its three figures, the antagonist often looming or creating unease,
visually representing the family's disruption and the external threat.

Narrative through Layout:Laapataa Ladies utilizes a collage-like or segmented composition to
introduce multiple characters and the core premise of confusion and search, reflecting its blend of comedy and
social drama. Amar Singh Chamkila opts for a more intimate stage-like setup, focusing on the performers to
signify its musical biopic genre.

Imagery, Typography, and Message Revelation

Direct vs. Symbolic Imagery: Posters like Fighter and Article 370 use direct, unambiguous imagery
(jets, guns, uniforms) to immediately convey action and military/political themes. Maidaan and Chandu
Champion use sport-specific imagery (football, running track) to signify their genre. In contrast, Shaitaan
employs more symbolic and unsettling imagery (hanging figures, distorted faces) to evoke fear and the
supernatural. Laapataa Ladies uses quaint, cultural imagery (veiled women, rural settings) to convey its
social comedy angle.

Typography as Tone-Setter: The typography choices are highly congruent with the film's tone and
message. Bold, strong, and sometimes metallic fonts are seen in Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Article 370,
and Fighter, aligning with themes of strength, history, or action. Shaitaan deploys distorted, jagged fonts to
amplify dread. Amar Singh Chamkila and Laapataa Ladies use more artistic, whimsical, or rustic fonts,
reflecting their cultural roots or lighthearted nature. Each font choice subtly reinforces the narrative's inherent
qualities before the viewer even reads the synopsis.

Implicit vs. Explicit Messages: While all posters explicitly state the film title, the nuance of their
messages varies. Maidaan implicitly conveys "untold glory,”Chandu Champion"unwavering spirit,"Article
370"national security,” and Fighter"aerial dominance."Shaitaan sends a clear warning of "pure evil,” while
Laapataa Ladies promises a journey of "identity and humor."Amar Singh Chamkila promises an "authentic
musical journey."

The consistent use of established psychological principles in color, composition, imagery, and
typography allows these posters to effectively prime the audience's expectations, preparing them for the film's
genre, tone, and central themes. This initial engagement is crucial in a market saturated with content.

Conclusion

Film posters are not merely promotional tools; they are sophisticated psychological artifacts that
strategically employ visual language to influence audience perception and engagement. This comparative
analysis of 2024 Hindi blockbuster film posters — Maidaan, Chandu Champion, Article 370, Amar Singh
Chamkila, Fighter, Shaitaan, and Laapataa Ladies — demonstrates the deliberate application of color
psychology, visual composition, imagery, and typography to achieve specific communicative and emotional
objectives.

The study reveals that diverse genres necessitate distinct aesthetic approaches. Intense action thrillers
and political dramas (Fighter, Article 370) lean on cool palettes, dynamic compositions, and strong, direct
imagery to convey power and urgency. Biopics and sports dramas (Maidaan, Chandu Champion) utilize warm,
inspiring tones and heroic compositions to evoke determination and aspiration. Horror films (Shaitaan) rely on
dark, desaturated colors, unsettling imagery, and distorted typography to instill fear and suspense. Conversely,
social comedies and musical biopics (Laapataa Ladies, Amar Singh Chamkila) embrace vibrant colors, unique
compositional styles, and expressive typography to convey humor, authenticity, and cultural richness.

(45)



Effectively, each poster functions as a distilled visual summary, leveraging ingrained psychological

associations to communicate core messages and set appropriate audience expectations. The success of these
posters in garnering significant attention and contributing to the films' blockbuster status underscores the power
of well-executed "poster psychology"” in contemporary Indian cinema. This research contributes to a deeper
understanding of how static visual media can profoundly influence dynamic audience reception, proving that in
the digital age, a compelling poster remains an indispensable gateway to the cinematic experience.
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